
 

 

 DAFF Desarrollos 
Alimenticios stands out by 
pioneering in sterilised foods 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As a company with great ideas, with great products, 
defines DAFF Desarrollos Alimenticios his CEO, Diego 
Melej.  He adds they are in the major leagues of 
development and, along with his brother Pablo, they are 
pioneers in the elaboration of sterilised foods and have 
great potential. 
 
The company, which started in 2007, had initially the 
focus on powder mixes for the JUNAEB (School Support 
and Scholarships National Board).  They prepared 
dessert, milk, soup and purée mixes, among others.  In 
2008 they started to explore the cookies and biscuit 
market, also for the JUNAEB, and acquired a biscuit 
plant. 
 
In the same year, they decided to open the doors to new 
markets.  They started to work with D&S (Wal-Mart Chile) 
in retailer brand, with a sandwich-like biscuit.  Afterwards, 
they developed a sandwich biscuit for Unimarc and 
increased the factory’s capacity. 
 
In 2009, they bought a small plant of prepared food to 
develop a sterilised food line, which is a very innovative 
product for this market.  This food does not need 
refrigeration and last for three years sealed. 
 
This technology was initially thought for the Armed 
Forces, specifically for field/battle rations.  Then, they 
developed a box with a series of products for ONEMI (the 
National Emergency Office), intended for emergencies.  
Today, they are about to launch sterilised prepared meals 
to the retail market, a project that started two years ago 
and which will have four dishes at a first stage.  They will 
be in the market in December and are currently in the 
final development stage. 
 
Having innovation as a goal, they started a project with 
Invertec and Universidad Santa María.  The objective is 
to recover apple peel to make flour, which they will 
incorporate to a larger biscuit to obtain a fibre richer 
snack.  Following this innovation trend, he states they 
acquired “La  
 
Bombonera” brand, to boost the biscuit factory.  The first 
premium product they developed is a  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
biscuit with four different fillings that is currently in the 
market, in department stores and soon will be available in 
supermarkets. 
 
Melej brothers highlight that in the work with JUNAEB it 
has been fundamental to succeed to respect the 
consumers, the children.  With the conviction that all have 
the same rights, they decided to make attractive and tasty 
products.  They were the first to print the biscuit package 
in four colours, and work constantly to develop quality 
products, “we have been the champions of this kind of 
food”, he states.  Taking advantage of the company’s 
expertise and as a complement to these products they 
created a tri-laminated package, which maintains the food 
characteristics and permits longer duration.  They have 
not entered the retail market completely, because they 
have dedicated to furnish large scale governmental 
entities, as JUNAEB, the Armed Forces and ONEMI. 
 
According to him, in the food world there are two actors, 
the traders willing to take the most profits and the 
business men willing to create product brands.  He 
highlights they joined Chilealimentos because its partners 
are in the second group.  The focus of these companies 
is to produce food with more added value that requested. 
 
Concerning certifications, Melej indicates DAFF 
Desarrollos Alimenticios was one of the first smaller 
companies to count with ISO 22000, which is the sum of 
ISO 9001 and HACCAP.  He remembers then it should 
have been around eight companies with such 
certification. 
 
To continue growing and differentiate from the 
competition, they have worked strongly in leading a great 
work team, besides incorporating technology and being 
concerned of improving, learning and gain experience, 
which has taught them that it is key to elaborate in high 
detail level every project they start, even if it takes time. 

Diego Melej, General Manager 
and Pablo Melej, Commercial 
Manager, DAFF Desarrollos 
Alimenticios 


